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A Worp of Ape to 


SAINTS and SINNERS. 


I, Worp of Advice to my own Heart and 
thine. Thou partakeſt of the Ordinances 
of Gop. Thou doſt well. But if thou haſt 
not the Blood of Chriſt at the Root of all, 

they will prove but painted Pageantry to go to Hell in, 

Try every Day, on what Bottom thy Hope of Glory 

is built, and whether it was laid by the Hand of Chriſt. 

Tf not, it will never be able to endure the Storm that 

muſt come againſt it. Satan will throw it all down, and 

great will be the Fall thereof. | 

Glorious Profeſſor, Thou ſhalt be winnowed ; every 
Vein of thy Profeſſion will be tryed to Purpoſe : Tis 
texrible to have it all come tumbling down, and to find 
nothing to bottom upon. . 

Soaring Proſeſſor, See to thy waxen Wings betimes; 
they will melt with the Heat of Temptations. What a 
Miſery is it, to trade much, and 3 at length; and 
to have no Stock, no Foundation laid for Eternity. 

Gifted Profeſſor ! Look there be not a Worm at the 
Root that will ſpoil all thy fine Gourd, and make it die 
about thee, in a Day of ſcorching : Look over thy Soul 
daily and ask where is the Blood of Chriſt to be ſeen 
upon it? Many eminent Profeſſors have come at length 
to cry out, Undone, undone to all Eternity. 

2. Conſider the greateſt Sins may be hid under the 
greateſt Duties. See the Wound that Sin hath made in 
thy Soul be perfectly cured by the Blood of Chriſt ; not 
skinned over with Duties, Humblings, Enlargements. 
Apply what thou wilt beſides the Blood of Chrift, it will 
poiſon the Sore, Thou wilt find that Sin was never mor- 

tified truly; Nothing can kill it, but the beholding 

Chriſt's Righteouſneſs. 

Nature can afford no Balſam fit for the Cure of a Soul. 
Healing from Duty, and not from Chriſt, is the molt 
deſperate Diſeaſe. Poor ragged Nature with all its high- 
eſt Improvements, can never ſpin a Garment fine enough 
to cover the Soul's Nakedneſs. Nothing is fit for that 


Uſe, but Chrilt's perfect Righteouſneſs. Woaat- 
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Whatſoever is of Nature's putting on, Satan will come 
and plunder it, and leave the Soul naked and open to 
the Wrath of God. All that Nature can do, will never 
make up the leaſt Dram of Grace, that can mortify Sin, 
or look Chriſt in the Face one Day. | 

3. Thou goeſt on Hearing, Praying, and Receiving, 
yet miſerable mayeſt thou be, Look about thee ; didſt 
thou ever ſee Chriſt to this Day in Diſtinction from all 
other Excellencies and Righteouſneſs in the World, and 
all them falling before'the Majeſty of his Love and Grace? 

If thou haſt ſeen Chriſt truly, thou halt ſeen pure Grace, 
pure Righteouſneſs, far exceeding all Sin and Miſery, If 
thou haſt ſeen Chriſt, thou wouldit not do a Duty without 
him for ten thouſand Worlds. If ever thou ſaweſtChriſt, thou 
ſaweſt him a Rock, higher than S tan and Sin, and this 
Rack doth follow thee, and there will be continual Drop- 
ping of Honey and Grace out of it to fatisfy thee. Exa- 
mine, if ever thou halt beheld Chriſt as the only begot- 
ten of the Father, full of Grace and Truth. Be fare 
thou art come to Chrilt, that thou ſtandeſt upon the Rock 
of Ages, haſt anſwered to his Call to thy Soul, haſt clo- 
ſed with him for Juſtification. 

4. Men talk bravely of Believing ; but Few know it. 
Chriit is the Myſtery of the Scripture ; Grace the My(- 
tery of Chriſt. Believing is the moſt wonderful I hin 
in the World. Put any Thing of thine own to it, = 
thou ſpoileſt it; Chriſt will not ſo much as look at it for 
Believing, When thou comeſt to Chriſt, thou mull leave 
behind thee thy own Righteouſneſs, and bring nothing 
but thy Sin, (O that is hard) leave behind all thy Hoh- 
neſs, and bring nothing but thy Wants and Miſeries, elſe 
Chriſt is not fit for thee, nor thou for Chriſt. Chriſt will 
be a pure Redeemer, and thou muſt be an undone Sin- 
ner, or Chriſt and thou wilt never agree; it's the hardeſt 
Thing in the World to take Chriſt alone for Righteouſ- 
neſs: That's to acknowledge him Chriſt. Joyn any 
Thing to him of thy own, and thou un-Chriſts him. 

W hatever comes in when thou goeſt to God for Ac- 
ceptance, (beſides Chriſt) call it Anti-chriſt ; bid it be 
gone; make only Chriſt's Righteouſneſs triumphant : 
All beſides that is Baby/on, which muſt fall, if Chriſt 
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Pand; and thou ſhalt rejoice in theDay of the Fall thereof, 
Chriſt alone did tread theWine-preſs, and there was none 
with him. If thou join any Thing to Chriſt, Chriſt will 
trample upon it in Fury and Anger, and ſtain his Rai- 
ment with the Blood thereof. Thou thinkeſt it eaſy to 
believe : Was ever thy Faith tried with a thorough Sight 
of Sin ? Was it ever put to grapple with Satan, and the 
Wrath of God lying upon the Conſcience ? When thou 
vwalt in the Mouth of Hell, then did God ſhew thee Chriſt 
a Ranſom? If then thou couldſt fay, Oh I fee Grace 
enough in Chriſt ; thou mayſt ſay that which is the big. 
gelt Word in the World, Thou Believe; but untried 
aith is uncertain Faith. 

5. To Believing, there muſt go a clear Conviction 
of Sin, and the Merits of the Blood of Chrilt, and of 
Chriſt's Willingneſs to ſave upon this Conſideration meer- 
Iy, That thou art a Sinner; Things all harder than to 
make a World, All the Power in Nature cannot get 
up ſo high in a Storm of Sin and Guilt, as really to be. 
lieve, there is any Willingneſs in Chriſt to ſave. When 
Satan chargeth Sin upon the Conſcience, then to charge 
it upon Chriſt, that is Goſpel like. That is to make him 
Chriſt, he ſetves for that Uſe. To accept his Blocd a- 
lone for Salvation, that is the Sum of the Goſpel. When 
the Soul in all Duties and Diſtreſſes can ſay, Nothing 
but Chriſt for Juſtification, Sanctification, Redemption, 
not Huimblings, not Duties, not Graces, that Soul hath 
got above the Reach of the Billows. 

All Satan's Advantages are laid in Self-Righteouſneſs. 
God purſueth this by — Satan upon thee; this muſt 
be torn from thee; this alone hinders Chriſt from com- 
ing in: and till Chriſt come in Guilt will not out; and 
where Guilt is there is Hardneſs of Heart. 

6. When Guilt is raiſed up, take Heed of getting it 
allay'd any way but by Chriſt's Blood. Make Chrilt 
thy Peace, not thy Duties, thy Tears: Chriſt thy Righ- 
teouſneſs, not thy Graces. Look at Chriſt and do as 
much as thou wilt. Stand” with all thy Weight upon 
Chriſt's Righteouſneſs ; take Heed of having one Foot 

on thy own Righteouſneſs, another on Chriſt's. Till 
* Chriſt come and fit on high upon a Throne of _ 
= | there 
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teouſneſs, and be found continually in the Righteouſneſs 
of Chriſt only. Without the Blood of Chriſt on the 
Conſcience all is dead Service. 

13. Search the Scriptures daily, as Mines of Gold, 
whergin the Heart of Chriſt is laid. Watch againſt 
Conſtitution Sins, ſee them in their Vileneſs, and they 
ſhall never break out into Act. Keep always an 
humble, empty, broken Frame of Heazt, ſenſible of 
any ſpiritual Miſcarriage, obſervant of all inward 
Workings, fit for the higheſt Communications. Keep 
not Guilt in the, Conſcience, but apply the Blood of 
Chriſt immediately. God charged Sin and Guilt upon 
thee to make thee look to Chriſt the brazen Serpent. 

Judge not Chriſt's Love by Providences, but by Pro- 
miſes. Bleſs God for any way whereby he keeps the 
Soul awakened and looking after Chriſt ; better Sick- 
neſſes and Temptations, than Security and Slightneſs. 

A ſlighty Spirit will turn a profane Spirit, and will 
fin and pray too. Slightneſs is the Bane of Profeſſion. 
If it be not rooted out of the Heart, by conſtant and 
ſerious Dealings with, and beholdings of Chriſt in Du- 
ties, it will grow more ſtrong and more deadly, by be- 
ing under Church Ordinances. Be ſerious and exact in 
Duty, having the weight of it upon thy Heart ; but be 
as much afraid of grounding thy Comfort on Duties as 
on Sins. Comfort from any hand but Chriſt is deadly. 
Be much in Prayer, or you will never keep up much 
Communion with God. As you are in Cloſet Prayer 
ſo you will be in all other Ordinances. 

14. Be true to Truth, but not turbulent and ſcornful 3 
reſtore ſuch as are fallen, with all the Bowels of Chriſt. 
Set the broken dis jointed Bones with the Grace of the 
Goſpel ! Deſpiſe not the weak ; thou may'ſt come to 
wiſh to be in the Condition of the meaneſt of them. Be 
faithful to others Infirmities, but ſenſible of thy own. 
Viſit ſick Beds and deſerted Souls much, they are ex- 
cellent Scholars in Experience. 

Abide in your Catling. Be dutiful to all Relations as 
to the Lord. Be content with little of the World; lit» 
tle will ſerve. Think every little much, becauſe un- 
worthy the leaſt. Think every one better than thyſelf ; 

; loathing 


_—_— — — —_— 
* 


— —— — 


N 


* 
———ñññ —ͤ——ü òH 
NT 1, 
ͤ——ä— — 


2 
n 
: 23. 5 . 
rae 


3 


LY 


CGE 
: L g . , 


- . 
n 
a ad * G 
* 1 Hay a 


9, 
5 = 
Sr 1 a. —_— — _ — vm 
——> WESC — ESE SEES — 
—— 


„ „ 
* 


(10) 

loathing thyſelf as one fit to be trampled on by all 
Saints.- See the Vanity of the World, and love nothing 
but Chriſt, Mourn to ſee ſo little of Chriſt in the 
World, To a ſecure Soul Chriſt is but a Fable, the 
Scriptures but a Story. Mourn to think how many are 
under Church Order that are not under Grace. Prepare 
for the Croſs, welcome it, bear it triumphantly like 
Chriſt's Croſs, whether Scoffs, Mockings, Contempt, Im- 
priſonments. But ſee it be Chriſt's Croſs, not thine own. 

15. Sin will hinder from Glory in the Croſs of 
Chriit. And omitting little Things againſt Light may 
breed Hell in the Conſcience, as well as commi:ting 
the greateſt Sins. If thou haſt been taken out of the 
Belly of Hell into. Chriſt's Boſom, and made to fit a- 
mong Princes in the Houſhold of God, Oh, how ſhouldſt 
thou live as a Pattern of Mercy; redeemed, reſtored 
Soul! What infinite Sums doſt thou owe Chriſt ! With 
what Zeal thouldſt thou walk, and do every Duty! Sab- 
baths, what praiſing Days ſhould they be to thee ! Church 
Fellowſhip, what a Heaven, a being with Chriſt, and 
Angels and Saints; what a drowning the Soul in eter- 
nal Love, as a Burial with Chrid, dying to all Things 


befides him ! Every Time thou thinkeit of Chriſt, be 


aſtoniſh'd ; and when thou ſeeſt Sin, look at Chriſt's 
Grace, that did pardon it; and when thou art proud, look 
at Chriſt's Grace, that ſhall ſtrike thee down in the Duſt. 

Remember Chriſt's Time of Love. When thou waſt 
naked, then he choſe thee. Canſt thou ever have a proud 
Thought? Remember whoſe Arms ſupported thee from 
ſinking and delivered thee from the loweſt Hell, and 
thout in the Ears of Angels and Men, and for ever 
ſing Praiſe, Praiſe ; Grace, Grace. Daily repent and 
pray; and walk in the Sights of Grace, as one that 
hath the Anointings of Grace upon thee. Remember 
thy Sins, Chriſt's Pardonings ; thy Deſerts, Chriſt's 
Merits ; thy Weakneſs, Chriſt's Strength; thy Pride, 
Chriſt's Humility thy Guilts, Chriſt's new Applica- 
tions of his Blood; thy Wants, Chriſt's Fulneſs; thy 
Temptations, Chriſt's Tenderneſs ; thy Vileneſs, Chriſt's 
Righteouſneſs. | 

16. Trifle not with Ordinances. Be much in Me- 

- ditation 


. 


ditation and Prayer. Wait diligently upon all Oppor- 


tunities of hearing. We have need of Doctrine, Re- 
proof, Exhortation, Conſolation, as the tender Herb 


and the Graſs hath of the Rain, the Dew, the ſmall 


Rain, and Showers. Do all thou doeſt as unto Chriſt, 
as immediately dealing with Chriſt Jeſus, as if he were 
looking on thee, and thou on him, and fetch all thy 
Strength from him. 

Obſerve what holy Motions you find in your Souls to 
Duties ; prize the leat good Thought thou haſt of 
Chriſt. The leaſt good Word thou ſpeakeſt of him 
from the Heart, is rich Mercy: O bleſs God for it! 
Obſerve, if every Day you have the Day-ſpring from 
on high, with his Morning Dews of Mourning for Sing 
conſtantly viſiting thee, Flave you the bright Morn- 
ing-Star, with freſh Influences of Grace and Peace 
conſtantly ariſing, and Chriit ſweetly greeting the Soul 
in all Duties? What Duty makes not more ſpiritual], 
will make more carnal ; what doth not quicken and 
humble, will deaden and harden. 

17. Judas had the Sop; but John leaned on Chriſt's 

Boſom ; that's the Poſture in which we ſhould pray, and 
hear, and perform all Duties. Nothing but lying in 
that Boſom will diſſolve Hardneſs of Heart, and make 
thee to mourn kindly for Sin, That will humble 
indeed, and make the Soul cordial to Chritt, and Sin 
vile to the Soul. Never think thou art as. thou 
ſhouldſt he, until thou come to this, always to ſee and 
feel thyſelf lying in the Boſom of Chriſt, who is 
in the Boſom of his Father. Come and move the 
Father for a Sight of Chriſt, and you ſhall be ſure to 
ſpeed ; you can come with no Requeſt that pleaſeth 
him better; he gave him out of his own Boſom for 
that very End, to be held up before the Eyes of all Sin- 

ners, as the everlaſting Monument of his Father's Love. 
Looking at the natural Sun weakneth the Eye. The 
more vou look at Chriſt, the Sun of Righteouſneſs, 
the ſtronger and clearer will the Eye of Faith be. Look 
but at Chriſt, you will love him, and live on him. 
Think on him continually ; keep the Eye conſtantly 
upon Chriſt's Blood, or every Blaſt of * 
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ſhake yd. If you will fee Sin's Sinfulneſs, to loath it 4 
and, yourn, de mot, and. looking upon Sin anly, bu: BP 
look upon Chriſt, as ſuffering: and fatisfying. f you 
would ſee your Graces,” your Sanctification do not ſtand 
aing upon them, but look: at Chriſt s Righteouſneſs 
ſt look at your Graces in the ſecond Place. 
18. Have nothing to do with thy Graces and Sancti - 
fication till thou haſt ſeen Crit firſt, He that looks 
8 mr his Graces, is like one that ſees the 
Sun in Water, Which wavereth- and moves as the 
Water doth; Look upon Chbriſ as ſhining in the Fir- 
mament of the Father's Love, and you will ſee him 
in his own Glory. Pride and Unbelief will put you 
upon ſeeing ſomewhat in yourſelf firſt ; but Faith will 
have to do with none but Crit, who muſt ſwallow 
up thy Sanctifcation as well as thy Sin. He that ſets 
up his SanRification' to look at firſt, he ſets up the 
: eateſt Idol, which will ſtrengthen his Doubts and 
- Fears, Do but look off Chriſti, and preſently (like 
Peter) you ſink in Doubts. | | 
If you would pray, and cannot, and ſo are diſ- 
<ouraged, ſee Chr praying for you; If you are trou- 
bled, fee Chrift your Peace leaving you Peace when he 
went up into. Heaven, again and again charging you 
not to be troubled, ſo às to obſtruct thy Comfort or 
thy Believing. + He is now upon the Throne, having 
ſpoiled upon his Croſs all whatſoever can hurt or annoy 
thee ; he hath born all thy Sins, Sorrows, Troubles, 
Temptations, and is gone to prepare Manhaons for thee, 
- 19- Thou who haſt ſeenChri/ all, and thyſelf abſolutely 
nothing, who makeſt Chri/ all thy Life, and art dead to 
all Righteouſneſs beſides, do Chr:ft this one Favour for 
all his Love to. thee, love all his poor Saints, (the 
meaneſt, the weakeſt, notwithſtanding} any difference 
in judgment) they are engraven on his Heart, let them 
be 10.0n thine. Pray for the Peace of Jeruſalem, i 
Gall profper that liue thee. Pal. cxxii. 6. 
Zenner 
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